
TEACHER TOOLKIT
AI Ethics Discussion Guide
Ready-to-run discussion prompts and protocols for talking about AI fairness, privacy, and responsibility.

Adaptable template — replace bracketed fields
	How to use this template: Pick one theme per session. Adjust prompts to your students’ maturity. These pair well with the L05 Bias & Ethics unit in the curriculum.



Purpose
Use these prompts to spark rich, respectful classroom discussion about the ethics of AI. Each theme includes a quick framing, discussion questions by grade band, and a short activity. No technology required. Aim for reasoning and multiple perspectives, not one "right" answer.
Discussion norms (post these)
1. Explain your thinking; "I agree/disagree because…"
1. Attack ideas, not people; assume good intent.
1. It’s okay to change your mind with new reasons.

Theme 1 — Fairness & bias
Framing: AI learns from examples. If the examples are unbalanced, the AI can be unfair.
1. Grades 3–5: If a robot only ever saw pictures of golden retrievers, what might happen when it meets a poodle? How is that like unfair AI?
1. Grades 6–8: Facial recognition works less well for some groups. Why does that happen, and why does it matter if police or schools use it?
1. Grades 9–12: Who should be responsible when a biased AI causes harm — the builder, the user, or the buyer? Defend your view.
Activity: "Fix the data." Give groups an unbalanced example set and ask what data they’d add to make it fair.
Theme 2 — Privacy & data
Framing: AI often runs on personal data. Who owns it, and who should decide how it’s used?
1. Grades 3–5: What information about you should stay private? Why?
1. Grades 6–8: An app is free but sells your data. Is that a fair trade? What would make it fair?
1. Grades 9–12: Should companies be allowed to train AI on people’s posts without asking? Where’s the line?
Activity: "Data footprint." Map everything a phone might know about a person in one day.
Theme 3 — Honesty & responsibility
Framing: Using AI isn’t automatically wrong — hiding it or misusing it is.
1. Grades 3–5: If a friend’s robot did their whole worksheet, did they learn? Is that fair to them?
1. Grades 6–8: When is using an AI writing helper okay, and when is it cheating?
1. Grades 9–12: Should AI-made art win a human art contest? What counts as "your" work?
Activity: "Green/Amber/Red." Sort classroom scenarios into the traffic-light levels from the Academic Integrity Addendum.
Theme 4 — Jobs & the future
Framing: AI changes work — some tasks shrink, others grow, new ones appear.
1. Grades 3–5: What’s a job only a human should do? Why?
1. Grades 6–8: Name a task AI helps with and one it shouldn’t decide alone (like who gets medicine).
1. Grades 9–12: What skills will matter most in a world with capable AI? How should school change?
Activity: "Human + AI." List a task and decide which parts the human keeps and which the AI assists.

Exit ticket (any theme)
One thing I changed my mind about, or a new question I have about AI and ethics: ____________________
